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Q: What is RDS?
A: Radio Data Systems is an encoded subcarrier
that travels along the main FM frequency that
carries encoded information. This information is
used to command any number of functions to
receivers with the RDS feature.

/ Q: What is the origin of RDS?
A: RDS is popular in Europe, where for nearly 10 .
years it has been used with much success. In the
U.S., RDS had a slow s~rt, but_i~_slowly creeping
back into the American'market. ,,;'---

Q: Where does RDS currently stand in the U.S.
marketplace?
A: RDS is making a "comeback" indirectly due to
the advent of sattelite radio. The National Radio
Systems Committee (NRSC) is the organization
that sets the standards as well as the

implementation of such technologies. As satellite
radio becomes the new buzz, the effort to revive
RDS has been caught in that whirlwind

What follows are several points that deal with
TRAFFAX and our affiliates ...



1) Benefits for TRAFFAX: The RDS exciter sends
a subcarrier with a special tone, called a TA flag.
In our particular case it would be a "traffic" flag.
This flag would activate any RDS receiver with the­
"traffic" selector chosen. (In turn, the "weather"
flag would activate when a weather report with the

~ special weather TA subcarrier, etc. More on that
later) The TA traffic flag Will automatically go to
ANY traffic report on the FM ban~, regardless if
the person is listening to ano~er radio station or
even a tape or cd ;.>, - -~-;

The power of this as a selling tool would be an
incredible value added feature. Much as "quarter
hour" ratings tend to be valued over regular
"cume", the idea that a traffic report heard

a) by 'a_person actively seeking it
b) by a person 2 or 3 times

is a feature that can bring higher rates and sporl.br
loyalty, not to mention it being the perfect deal
closer for a sponsor on the fence.




